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PURPOSE 

 To nurture participants in their ministry of diakonia 

 To uphold the tradition of deaconesses, diaconal ministers, 

and deacons 

 To celebrate this gift of ministry as it is rooted in the Easter 

narrative 

 To teach and renew what has been taught about the 

diaconate in the church 

 To reflect on participants’ experience of ministry and its 

diaconal dimensions 

 

 

AGENDA 

10:00 am Gathering, Worship, Community Building 
11:00 am Learning Centres  

 Cana Wedding 

 Basin and Towel 

 Simon Carrying the Cross 

 Stones Rolled Away 

 Empty Nets 

 Road to Emmaus 
 

12:00 noon Lunch  
 
12:45 pm Choice of workshops on different themes 

 Ecumenical expressions of diakonia 

 Diaconia– past and present 
 

2:30 pm Closing Worship leading into Open House 

3:00 pm Open House 

 

 

 

 

 

 

WELCOME AND INTRODUCTIONS 

 

OPENING WORSHIP 

Hymn   Here in this Place  #465 CP 
 
Opening Collect 

O God of unchangeable power and eternal light, 
Look favouably on your whole Church, 
that wonderful and sacred mystery. 
In the effectual working of your providence,  
carry out in tranquility the plan of salvation. 
Let the whole world see and know 
that things which are cast down are being raised up, 
and things which had grown old are being made new, 
and all things are being brought to their perfection 
by the one through whom all things are made, 
and Jesus Christ, and 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 

Adapted from the service for The Ordination of a Deacon, Book of Alternative Services, Anglican 
Church of Canada page 653 

 
Scripture Matthew 25: 37-40 
 
Excerpt from “The Examination” in  
The Service of Ordination of a Deacon (BAS) 

In the name of Jesus Christ,  
You are to serve all people,  
particularly the poor, the weak, the sick, and the lonely. 

As a deacon in the Church,  
you are to study the holy scriptures,  
to seek nourishment from them,  
and to model your life upon them.   

You are to make Christ and his redemptive love known,  
by your word and example,  
to those among whom you live and work and worship.   

You are to interpret to the Church  
the needs, concerns, and hopes of the world.   

You are to assist the bishop and priests in public worship,  



and in the ministration of God’s word and sacraments,  
and you are to carry out other duties assigned to you from 
time to time.   

At all times,  
your life and teaching are to show Christ’s people  
that in serving the helpless  
they are serving Christ himself. 
From the service for The Ordination of a Deacon, Book of Alternative Services, Anglican Church of 

Canada page 655 
 

(Silence: time for reflection/journaling 
What ideas, images, words or phrases stand out for you from these 
instructions.) 
 
Scripture  Luke 22: 26-27 
 
Statement of Vision  
Diakonia of The United Church of Canada 

God calls us to diaconal ministry. 
The gospel of Jesus invites all to this ministry: 
to offer compassion and accompaniment, 
to work for liberation and justice, 
to act as advocates of creative transformation. 

Diaconal ministry, as a recognized order, is rooted 
within our faith tradition and history, 
and it is continued and embodied 
in an ecumenical, world-wide community. 

This vocation is a journey 
 involving Spirit-filled enrichment and learning, 
 requiring humble offering of self, 

demanding prayerful discernment and courageous risking, 
exercising visionary and communal leadership, 
promising joy and meaning, 
and daring to imagine God’s abundance 

 in a world of love and respect. 
Through education, service, social justice, and pastoral care, 
diaconal ministry…, 
encourages a growing faith, 
speaks truth to power, 
seeks mutual empowerment, 
proclaims prophetic hope, 

nurtures life-giving community, 
fosters peaceful, right relationship, 
within the church and the whole of creation 
wherever the Spirit may lead. 

Statement of Vision Diakonia of The United Church of Canada Approved at DUCC biannual 
meeting April, 2009 

 

(Silence: time for reflection/journaling 
What ideas, images, words or phrases stand out for you from this 
statement.) 
 
Scripture Mark 9: 33-35  
 
Prayer at the Consecration of the Deacon 

Almighty God,  
give to this your servant grace and power  
to fulfil his or her ministry. 

Make him or her faithful to serve,  
ready to teach,  
and constant to advance your gospel; 

And grant that always having full assurance of faith,  
abounding in hope,  
and being rooted and grounded in love,  

he/she may continue strong and steadfast in Jesus Christ, 
to whom, with you and your Holy Spirit,  
belong glory and honour, worship and praise, now and for ever.  

Adapted from the service for The Ordination of a Deacon, Book of Alternative Services, Anglican 
Church of Canada page 657 

 
(Silence: time for reflection/journaling 
What ideas, images, words or phrases stand out for you from this 
statement.) 
 
Hymn  Joy Comes with the Dawn #166 VU 
 
Sharing Circle 

What ideas, images, words or phrases stand out for you from 
these readings? 

 
Hymn  Let Us Build a House  #1 MV 
  



LEARNING CENTRES    
In reflective, meditative silence, spend time examining the displays, 
looking at the art and symbols, participating in the activities, reading 
the quotes, prayers and poetry.  Notice what stands out for you, what 
challenges you; what touches your soul.  Some reflection questions are 
included below for further consideration. 
 
Cana Wedding-   Upstairs, Marc’s office 
 Reflection Questions: 
  What does this story say about transformation? 
  How do you empower transformation in your ministry? 
 
Basin and Towel  Middle Floor, Maylanne’s office 
 Reflection Questions: 
  What does this story say about privilege? Reversal? 
  How do we offer this story of service without promoting  
  servility? 
   
Simon Carrying the Cross   Middle Floor, Photocopier room 
 Reflection Questions: 
  What does this story say about suffering? Solidarity? 
  How do you accompany other in pain in your ministry? 
 
Stones Rolled Away Basement, Ted’s Office 
 Reflection Questions: 
  What does this story say about hope? 
 Who do you know who embodies a ministry of  rolling  
 away stones? Of despair? Of oppression?  
 
Empty Nets Basement, Ann’s Office  
 Reflection Questions: 
  What does this story say about scarcity? Abundance? 
  In what ways can we encourage the church to throw its  
  nets on the other side? 
 
Road to Emmaus Basement, Library 
 Reflection Questions: 
 Recall a time when the holy was made unexpectedly  
 made apparent to you.   
 What does this story say about revelation? 

At the sound of the singing bowl, you are invited to move quietly into 
groups of 2 or 3 and spend time in conversation de-briefing and 
reflecting on this contemplative experience.   
 
LUNCH   noon 
Gather on the Main Floor in the Kay Pearson Room for a sung grace 
before our meal.  You are welcome to spread out throughout the 
building as we share food and fellowship. 
 
WORKSHOPS   12:45 p.m. 
Ecumenical Expressions of Diakonia Kay Pearson Room 
 
Historical Highlights of Diakonia Upstairs Meeting Room 
 
CLOSING   2:30 p.m. 
Gathering Song  Sister, Let Me Be Your Servant  #595 VU, #500 CP 

 

Scripture     Psalm 30 
I will exalt you, O God, 
for you have drawn me up from the depths: 
and have not suffered my foes to triumph over me. 

O God my God, I cried to you: 
and you have made me whole. 

You brought me back, O God, from the land of silence: 
you saved my life from among those that go down to the Pit. 

Sing praises to God, all you God’s faithful ones: 
and give thanks to God’s holy name…. 

heaviness may endure for a night, 
but joy comes in the morning…. 

I cried to you, O God: 
and made my petition humbly to my God. 

‘What profit is there in my blood, if I go down to the Pit: 
can the dust give you thanks, or declare your faithfulness? 

‘Hear, O God, and be merciful: 
O God, be my helper.’ 

You have turned my lamentation into dancing: 
you have put off my sackcloth and girded me with joy, 

That my heart may sing your praise and never be silent: 
O God my God, I will give you thanks for ever. 

 



Silence  
(Silence: time for reflection/journaling 
What were the insights of this day?) 

 
Sharing Circle 
 What was one insight for you from this day? 
 
Prayer 

Like a woman running with the good news of the empty tomb, 
send us on our way with joy. 

Like the travelers walking on the Emmaus Road, 
send us on our way with opened eyes. 

Like the disciples receiving the Holy Spirit, 
send us on our way with peace. 

Like Thomas, filled with doubt, 
send us on our way with faith. 

Like the fishers pulling empty nets, 
send us on our way with an abundance of life. 

 
Hymn   Stay with Us through the Night  #182 VU 
 
Benediction 
Glory to God, whose power working in us,  
can do infinitely more than we can ask or imagine. 
Glory to God from generation to generation,  
in the church and Christ  
Jesus , forever and ever.  Amen. 

Go forth into the world rejoicing in the power of the spirit. 
Thanks Be to God 
 


