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Purpose: to provide an opportunity for participants to [a] identify their own faith stance and [b] 

practice sharing faith in a respectful way with those whose faith stance may be quite different 

 

Goals 

1. To become familiar with one another and the course [ including sharing the assumptions 

of the resource people]  

2. To clarify our own faith stance 

3. To identify those words, phrases and/or images which most challenge us 

4. To explore  different ways of understand those words, phrases and/or images  

5. To discern ways of sharing our faith in non-offensive ways with people who would call 

themselves Christian and with people who would be from a different faith tradition 

6. To identify ways in which we might  be more accepting and/or affirming of other faith 

stances 

 

Plan           Evening 

1. Getting started  

a. Opening reflection 

b. Introducing ourselves to the group  

c. Identify our faith community 

d. Share outline for the time we are together 

e. Share hopes and expectations  

f. An exercise in respectful listening 

 

2. Respectful Listening  

a. Introduction  

b. In triads  

i. Individually  identify something that is bothering you at the moment 

1. One person at a time shares their concern and then one person shares 

back what the person has said [i] verbatim [ii] paraphrase and [iii] the 

feeling expressed and the third person listens to determine if the 



second person heard correctly.   The exercise repeats until all three in 

the group have practiced each role. 

c. share guidelines in respectful listening  

d. practice using the skill of listening along with the guidelines – choosing, where 

possible people who would hold a different faith stance than you do and practice 

this skills [ repeat with two or three different people] 

 

 

 

 

3. Clarifying our own faith stance 

a. in pairs share a time when your faith stance was challenged  

i. identify for each other what you experienced in that exchange  

ii. identity for each other what you appreciated about that conversation 

iii. identify how the conversations might have been different 

iv. identify what you learned from that experience  

v. share insights with total group 

b. In same pairs invite participants to identify faith concepts that are controversial or 

troublesome for them and faith concepts which are important to them  

c.  In total group 

i. Share  both the faith concepts which are controversial or troublesome and 

the faith concepts that are important to them 

ii. Using a continuum or three or four spots invite people to stand where they 

feel they best fit  

[a] God 

 - is out there –up there - transcendent 

 - is available to us individually - imminent 

 - is essentially a spirit living within each of us 

[b] Jesus is/was 

 - simply a human being, like you or I 

 - essentially a legend 

 - embodied the spirit of God as we can also do 

[d] the spirit was/is   

 - available primarily to Jesus 

 - available to all who care to respond 

 - that which enables us to practice justice/love 

 - that which challenges us to think for ourselves 

[c] humanity is 

 -essentially sinful/selfish 

 - essentially endowed with the spirit of love when born 

     - needs to sort out for oneself what living with the spirit  

    [d] salvation is  

     - where we go when we die 

     - we are saved individually 

     - all of us are saved or none of us are saved 

 



    [e] love is 

     - Agape and Eros is the same thing 

-  Agape and Eros are different concepts and must be treated 

differently  

- Agape comes only from God and Eros only from humans 

 

    [f] justice is 

     - treating everyone the same 

     - seeking acceptance of each person or group as they are 

-- working to be certain that - each person or group or country 

gets what they require to live a full and healthy life  

 

We may to do more or fewer of these and we may decide to do this before 

identifying phrases/ words concept which are troubling to us 

 

d. In total group share how this has been for us  

e. Closing for the evening 

f. Pick up unfinished business is the morning if necessary 

4. Discerning ways of sharing our faith in respectful ways   Morning and 

possible part or all of the afternoon 

a. Opening reflection 

b. In small groups of 4 or 5 share case studies [ we will use the case study process 

providing 45 to 50 minutes for each person]  

c. In total group share questions and concerns that seem unresolved during the case 

study or pick up those concerns which were identified the first evening  

i. Choose difficult faith understandings and work together in total group  or 

small groups  

1. To explore ways of giving expression to different concepts or thoughts 

or phrases that might invite people to move theologically  

2. to struggle with different ways of speaking in ways that maintain our 

integrity and remain unacceptable to others   

ii. share insights in total group  

iii. role play different stances and dialogue with one another around the 

particular faith stance you have [ related to c. ii. or others that may have 

developed during our time together] 

iv. in pairs write a prayer that would maintain your own faith stance and also 

not be offensive to others who might be in a different place  

5. Working with people from other faith stances [Muslim, Jewish]  

a. Invite a resource person from the Muslim faith and from the Jewish faith to share 

with us the essence of their faith in terms of the faith concepts with which we are 

struggling  [to be identified during the day long sessions and relayed to those who 

will share their faith stance] 

6. Developing guidelines for ourselves in how we share our faith in non-offensive ways  

7. Evaluation and closing 

 

 



Work to be done prior to the beginning of the course 

1. Complete a faith stance profile [mailed to registrants] 

2. Develop a case study of a situation with a group or individual where you found yourself in 

conflict around faith stance [ could have been a particular image or word or phrase or 

concept] 

3. Read material prescribed  

a. The Power to Speak by Rebecca Chopp –chapter 3 The Community of Emancipatory 

Transformation  

b.   

There will be further readings which are not accessible at this moment – you may want to 

offer some as well 

 

Resource people  

Charles Bidwell – chair of Senate at St. Stephens College and Associate Faculty 

 

Betty Marlin – Associate Faculty and a member of the Board of St. Stephens College 

 

 

 

 

 


