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Written by Jim Boyles, Co-Chair
The Centre for Christian Studies was in
high gear in the last part of March this year.
While students in the Integrating Year and
the Pastoral Care learning circles met off site,
members of the Central Council gathered
on the second floor of CCS for their annual
face to face meeting. Friends and families of
students and grads came to the church hall of
St. George’s, Crescentwood for the banquet
to honour the graduating students, and even
more people came to the Annual Service of
Celebration the next day to pay tribute to the
graduates and welcome two new Companions
of the Centre.
The ongoing work of the Centre is planned
in this way so that students will be able to
participate in the banquet and Annual Service
of Celebration. It also gives an opportunity
for students to meet with Central Council
members, and for everyone to experience the
full sense of the Centre’s community, if only
for a limited time.

Tracy Robertson,
Ann Naylor (Instructor),
Alice Hansen,
Deborah Springer,
Ingrid Remkins,
Ted Dodd (Instructor)
and Vicki McPhee

The Centre’s community is well and healthy,
striving together to fulfill the Centre’s
mission. During its two day meeting the
Central Council heard reports, reflected on
the Centre’s mission and direction, and got
to know one another so that they would
have some idea of the detached voices when
meeting by monthly conference calls. It was
the Council’s first face-to-face meeting with
Maylanne Maybee as Principal.
We were honoured this year to have
representatives from both founding
denominations, Michael Thompson, the
General Secretary of the Anglican Church,
and Steve Willey, United Church staff person
for theological education. On Friday evening
they spoke with us about trends in the
churches, and views on theological education,
particularly as they relate to training for
diaconal ministry. Although numbers are
declining in the churches, new depths of
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spirituality are evident. There is a growing
emphasis on diaconal ministry. Aboriginal
Christian communities have much to teach us.
A highlight of the weekend was the
graduation of five wonderful students. Their
enthusiasm and sense of fun were so clearly
conveyed both at the banquet and the service.
A second highlight was the presentation
to two outstanding Companions of the
Centre, Barbara Barnett, a former co-chair
of the Centre and an Anglican priest who
has spent much of her ministry in diaconal
roles, and Charlotte Caron who filled in
admirably as interim Principal of the Centre
before Maylanne’s arrival. She has had a long
ministry in teaching at St. Andrew’s College,
Saskatoon. (A third Companion, Caryn
Douglas, will be honoured at the Centre’s
120th Anniversary weekend in October).
This was a weekend of the Centre alive.
Woodsworth House was buzzing, and St.
George’s Church welcomed us to the banquet
and service of celebration, a joyful group of
Christians united in our quest for the best
possible training for diaconal ministry.
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PRINCIPALS - THEN AND NOW

DEATHS

Written by Maylanne Maybee in collaboration with Gwyn Griffith

Jean ( Jane Elizabeth) Allen (A1960),
died on November 16, 2011 in
London, Ontario. She served at an
Anglican mission hospital and other
posts in India for fifteen years. In 2009
she was awarded by the Anglican
Bishop of Huron in recognition for
her humanitarian services.
Betty (Doris Elizabeth) Langille
(A1951) passed away on February
2, 2012 in Hamilton, Ontario in her
89th year. She served as Deacon at the
Church of the Ascension in Hamilton
and was loved by her congregation.
Margaret Eleanor Stackhouse (A1951)
died on November 30, 2011 in Toronto,
survived by her husband Reginald.
After graduating from AWTC, she
participated actively in church life,
taught at Havergal College, and
pursued her passion for gardening and
for bringing people together, especially
friends of Wycliffe College.

The Reverend Canon Bern (Harry
Bernard) Barrett passed away on
October 26th, 2011. Bern served
in parish ministry in Edmonton,
Toronto, and Ottawa before retiring
to Vancouver, BC. He was a passionate
supporter of CCS and the diaconate,
and sat on Central Council during
the 80s.
Alice Mildred Heap (nee Bombour)
died March 24, 2012 in Toronto.
Described as a “Christian, pacifist,
socialist, community activist and
organizer
extraordinaire”. Alice
attended the United Church Training
School in Toronto, and McGill
University. She became an Anglican
and married Dan Heap, who survives.

MILESTONE BIRTHDAYS
Marion Pardy (U1968)
celebrated her 70th birthday on May 9, 2012.
Gwyn Griffith
Principal of CCS from 1982 to 1991,
turns 80 in June, 2012.
Etta Snow (U1952)
celebrates her 60th anniversary of ministry this year
and also celebrated her 85th birthday in January.
Look on-line for the May 2012 “Newfoundland Connector”
with an article about Etta Snow by Marion Pardy.
Missed mentioning yours? We’d love to!
Send a note to Marc at CCS
mdesrosiers@ccsonline.ca
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ow has the Centre for
Christian Studies changed since 1982
when Gwyn Griffith became
principal? What is similar and what
is different in 2011 when I became
principal almost 30 years later? It
was fun and interesting to have an
informal conversation with Gwyn
and compare notes.
Gwyn became principal at the end
of a period in the 60s and 70s when
the world was being turned upside
down: feminism was emerging
as a radical school of thinking,
students were claiming a voice
in governance, the churches were
recognizing and developing lay
ministry and making room for
women in ministry, ecumenical justice
coalitions were being formed to tackle
development and justice issues in
Canada and globally.
Gwyn was among those who embraced
these changes throughout the 70s.
Before becoming principal, she had
helped to facilitate a new educational
stance statement for CCS, involving
the entire community, and giving
expression to the emerging ideas of
that decade. The educational stance
was strongly influenced by Helene
Moussa (then Castel) and Shelley
Finson. Helene arrived on staff in

1974-75, bringing with her a radical
vision of global justice issues and an
understanding of how ideologies
informed personal and institutional
perspectives, while Shelley, who came
on staff in 1978, gave voice to the
emerging values of the Movement for
Christian Feminism.
Gwyn’s appointment as principal came
twelve years after the former Anglican
Women’s Training College (AWTC)
and Covenant College had merged.
Yet even after a Central Council had
been formed to oversee the affairs of
the new “CCS”, the legal structures
of the former institutions continued
until a formal amalgamation too place
in 1991. This meant that Gwyn had
to work not only with the Central
Council of CCS, but also the boards
of the continuing legal entities of
AWTC and Covenant College.
In the early 1980s there were a lot
of students, mostly women in their
second career, and mostly from
the United Church. From the
beginning in 1969, there was
an imbalance in numbers and
institutional support between those
preparing for ministry in the Anglican
and the United Church.
In an effort to serve Anglicans,
the Professional Studies in Youth
Ministry Program was introduced
in cooperation with the national
Anglican Youth Ministry Committee.
The Rev. Dr. Don Thompson, an
Anglican priest, had joined the CCS
staff as Director of Academic Studies
in 1980. Gwyn says that the Anglican
students, though a minority, were
strong leaders and original thinkers.
At that time, the United Church
was striving to articulate its
understanding of diaconal ministry,

and the Anglican Church of Canada
was still figuring out what to do with
deaconess graduates of AWTC. It
was a period when grads from both
denominations were struggling for
recognition and acceptance.
During those years, I was personally
in a different place. In the 70s I was
studying theology as an academic,
but was not seeking ordination to
the priesthood. I worked in parishes
and private schools as a Director of
Christian Education until an opening
came up in the early 80s to take charge
of an inner city parish in Toronto.
When a fellow student introduced me
to the movement in the Episcopalian
Church to restore the diaconate I
found my true calling. So my journey
paralleled but did not intersect with
developments at CCS.
How have things changed at CCS
thirty years on? We have re-located
to a different city. Once situated in the
centre of the University of Toronto
with Emmanuel, Wycliffe, and Trinity
College as neighbours, we now live
in Winnipeg, with the University
of Winnipeg Faculty of Theology
and St. John’s College as our
theological neighbours, and we tend
to think of ourselves more clearly as a
national school.
We have a smaller student body and
fewer staff. The imbalance of United
and Anglican students continues and
has become even greater, especially
in the core program with only one
Anglican student. An important
challenge is how to design and deliver
our program to two such different
constituencies, without altering the
deep logic of its philosophy and ethos.
Mercifully, there is only one governing
body, the Central Council, and since
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(continued)

IN CONVERSATION WITH THE 2012
COMPANIONS OF THE CENTRE

LOGOS OVER THE YEARS

the move we have shifted formally
to the practice of having two cochairs, one from each denomination.
The Annual General Meeting
happens by conference call, as do
most meetings of Central Council
except for the spring “Face to Face”
gathering in Winnipeg
The school and the church are
perhaps not so much buffeted by
radical ideologies as they are deflated
by the emergence of postmodernism,
and by a widespread perception that
churches are facing loss and decline
in their membership and purpose.
Yet in the midst of this deflation and
perceived decline, students and staff
at CCS are buoyed up by the school’s
legacy of “living a theology of justice”,
of learning through action and
reflection, by the power of learning
in community, by the rich experience
and new insights that emerge when
you engage in deep dialogue with
people who occupy the margins of
systems and structures. I often hear
the word “transformation” when
students speak of the experience of
CCS – something that still seems to
happen here, in spite of everything!

Written by Lori Crocker

O

LOGO DATE 1977

LOGO USED IN THE 1980s & 1990s

Are you receiving Common Threads, our
bi-weekly electronic newsletter?
If not, you’re missing out on some
great community-building stories and
important CCS information.
If you’d like to receive it, just drop Marc
a line at mdesrosiers@ccsonline.ca
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OUR CURRENT LOGO

Barbara Barnett & Charlotte Caron

n March 25, 2012, during the
CCS Annual Service of Celebration,
Barbara Barnett and Charlotte Caron
were named as the 2012 Companions
of the Centre. This honour is
bestowed upon people who have
made significant contributions to the
world, to diakonia, and to the Centre
for Christian Studies.
As we look ahead to the celebration
of the 120th Anniversary of CCS and
its predecessors, Tapestry thought it
would be a good idea to speak to our
newest Companions about what they
think has been CCS’s contributions to
the world and its challenges moving
into the future.
I spoke first to Charlotte Caron.
Immediately the Mission statement
of the Centre came to her mind. The
mission of the Centre for Christian
Studies is to educate women and
men for ministry that will transform
the church and the world toward
wholeness, justice and compassion.
This, she feels, is what the Centre
has always been about and should
continue to be about.
The Centre was the place where
Charlotte learned skills of analysis
and how to understand systems. It
was where she learned how to teach

and how to claim her gifts as a writer
and theologian. It was where she felt
her first inklings of feminism, where
she learned to be strong and where
she came to understand the incredible
depth of sisterhood in the diaconal
community. In her early years in
ministry there were few women, low
salaries and little to no benefits. She
remembers instances where women
would move in together when one was
off work due to illness or circumstance
and both would receive the support
needed to continue to thrive.
She believes that if the Church is to
survive it will need diaconal skills in
order to broaden opportunities and
enable it to be more responsive and
involved in a changing world. Diaconal
skills that embrace transformative
education will move us in the right
direction and ensure that we not “sit
still”. The CCS community needs to
continue its dedication to live out its
values : values that enable people to
join together to transform and be
involved in the well being of the world.
In contrast to Charlotte, Barbara
Barnett has never been a student
at the Centre. However, you would
swear that she was! In the early
1980s she first became involved
with the Centre while working on
an Anglican/UCC joint ministry
training program for Youth Ministers.
This first exposure was challenging to
her traditional theological training,
yet it gave her an opportunity to hone
skills of theological reflection that
transformed how she saw the world.
Her involvement and commitment
to the Centre never wavered and
took many forms over the years,
culminating in the valuable years she
spent as the Anglican co–chair of

the Central Council. She has been a
resource person for learning circles,
a mentor for students and a tireless
promoter of the Centre to all she
felt would benefit from time spent
immersed in its programs.
She believes that the graduates of
CCS engage with people where
they are, and without agenda or
judgement, they invite people to grow
and transform. She has seen how
the Centre’s way of being makes the
walls of the church permeable, that
what happens “inside the church”
melds with what happens “outside
the church.” This gift that CCS grads
bring is essential to the Church’s
survival. They are called to “fluidity”,
to responsiveness to the world, and
to life on the margins. Over the years
many CCS grads have gone to places
where “traditional” ministers would
never set foot.
The best way Barbara could describe
the importance of this kind of life
on the edge is to talk about her
experience as a birder. She says the
best place for birding is be where two
environments or ecosystems meet –
where the woods meets the meadow
or the river meets the shore. It is on
these edges where there is the most
possibility for life and for growth. It
is in these enriching places that she
is confident that the Centre and its
grads will continue to be.
To hear the words of tribute to the
Companions and their responses on the CCS
website, go to www.ccsonline.ca , choose
the Blog tab, then click on News and scroll
down to the Annual Service of Celebration
- videos. Or just enter “Annual Service of
Celebration” in the custom search window
at the top right side of the home page. The
clips are well worth watching.
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120th ANNIVERSARY WEEKEND

Centre for Christian Studies
Winnipeg, Manitoba

OCTOBER 11-14, 2012

PLEASE FILL OUT THE FOLLOWING MAIL-IN FORM OR REGISTER ONLINE AT WWW.CCSONLINE.CA
GENERAL INFORMATION
Are you:
Graduate or Former Student
Friend / Volunteer
Former Staff
Western Field Based Program
Current Student

120th ANNIVERSARY WEEKEND

OCTOBER 11-14, 2012

Final or graduating year
Years on staff

Woodsworth House in Winnipeg is a gathering
place for the students, staff and Friends of the
Centre for Christian Studies.
We’re a long way from 77 Charles St. West
in Toronto, yet not so far...

Integrating, Reflection, Social Ministry?

INFORMATION ABOUT YOU
Full Name:

(Name tag preference):

Mailing Address:
City:
Telephone: (

Province:
)

Postal Code:

Class photos line the hallways. Kay Pearson’s picture greets all who enter the “Kay Pearson Room” -- a place
for worship, meetings, small groups, meals, and hospitality.

Email:

Special Needs (mobility, diet):

Library books fill bookshelves that once stood in residence rooms. The altar and bishop’s chairs remind us of
worship in the chapel.
The picture of Thomasina Connell, Head Deaconess and Principal of the Church of England Deaconess
House/AWTC hangs on the wall next to program staff offices and calls us to honour our history.

REGISTRATION FEES
1. WEEKEND PACKAGE INCLUDES ALL WORKSHOP AND PROCEEDINGS, FRIDAY SONG & MUSIC EVENT, SATURDAY AND
SUNDAY MEALS, REFRESHMENTS, RECEPTION, BANQUET.
POSTMARKED & PAID

Please check appropriate registration fee:

Students sit at tables to plan, discuss, lead, and evaluate. They gather in circle to worship, learn, pray, reflect,
analyze, laugh and cry. They read and write assignments, receive responses, evaluate and assess.

			

Employed/in ministry				
Before/on September 4
Student/reduced income		

$100			
After September 4
				

$120
$80

$

GUEST/SINGLE EVENT OPTIONS
2. Public Event (Thursday) Donations Invited
3. Song & Music with Carolyn McDade (Friday) Donations invited
4. Banquet only (Saturday), Tickets $40. Indicate total number of tickets x $40: ________ = $_________
PRINT FULL NAME OF GUEST(S):
SPECIAL DIETARY REQUESTS:
TOTAL ENCLOSED: $
CANCELLATIONS/CHANGES AND REFUNDS: Fees will be refunded if cancellation is received no later than September 22, 2012. After that date,
fees are non-refundable. All refunds will be processed after the Anniversary Weekend.

PAYMENT METHOD

CHEQUE PAYABLE TO: Centre for Christian Studies

Please check appropriate box:		

Cheque		

Money Order		

VISA		

MasterCard

Expiration Date:					Card #		
Print Cardholder Name:		
Please mail or fax completed registration form with payment to:
Phone: (204) 783-4490
Fax: (204) 786-3012
Email: lbachmann@ccsonline.com

120th Anniversary Weekend
Centre for Christian Studies
60 Maryland Street
Winnipeg, MB R3G 1K7

Do not email credit card information because security cannot be guaranteed. Please fax or telephone credit card information.

Help us to celebrate our lives, our learning, our ministry by coming and participating in an anniversary
weekend, October 11 – 14, 2012, in Winnipeg. It’s an opportunity for celebration, learning, and community.

SCHEDULE OF EVENTS
THURSDAY, OCTOBER 11
Young United Church
CCS hosts a public event on
Transformative Hope – a Dialogue with Joy Kogawa
FRIDAY, OCTOBER 12
The Centre for Christian Studies, Woodsworth House, Winnipeg

9:30 a.m. Open House. Registration begins. House tours, photos and displays, refreshments.
12 noon – Second Friday Lunch with Barbara Lloyd and Maylanne Maybee,
Theology of Justice and Liberation.
Afternoon. Registration continues. Class gatherings. Supper on your own.
7:30 p.m. Young United Church. A Celebration of Song and Music with Companion of the
Centre Carolyn McDade.

SATURDAY, OCTOBER 13
Young United Church

8:30 a.m. Registration continues. Continental breakfast.
9:30 a.m. Presentation: Principals of CCS – Past and Present.
11:00 a.m. A student-led presentation, Moving forward: issues, challenges, opportunities
12 noon – Lunch
1:30 to 5:00 p.m. Choice of site visits, workshops, singing, or FREE TIME!
Site visits throughout Winnipeg to experience diaconal ministry in action
Workshops about Disjoining, the Learning Spiral, Ecumenical Perspectives
Carolyn McDade Singing Circle at Young United.
6:30 – 10:00 p.m. Young United Church. Reception and banquet,
where Caryn Douglas will be welcomed as our newest Companion of the Centre.

SUNDAY, OCTOBER 14
Thomson Funeral Home (opposite Young United Church)
10:30 a.m. Celebratory Worship followed by Anniversary photo.
12 noon. Farewell Lunch and departures.

ACCOMMODATION

Rooms have been made available at the Holiday Inn Hotel & Suites
Winnipeg Downtown at the rate of $109. You may reserve your room by:
Phone: 1-866-826-4457 and ask for the group block “Centre for Christian Studies”
or Online: by contacting Liz at lbachmann@ccsonline.ca to receive a link to the site,
and to the Bed & Breakfast website

NOSTALGIA WANTED

CCS is looking for material to add to its history files and
archival collection. The 120th anniversary celebrations provide
an opportunity for this to happen. We encourage you to check
your storage room, your basement, your attic for:
• Scrapbooks
• Photographs of your days at CCS and its predecessors
• Memorabilia and items of historical significance
(are there any deaconess uniforms out there?
Any early graduation certificates?)
• Anything that is part of the history of CCS
At the anniversary celebrations in October we will
be glad either to receive these items as donations,
or to make copies of them with you retaining the
originals. We will have displays of some of CCS’s
archival holdings, and there will be an opportunity
for alumnae/i and friends to identify photographs.
And if you can’t make the October gathering but
have items to donate, please get in touch with us.
If you know of any other graduates or former students
(particularly older grads) who might have things to
share, please ask them or let us know so that we can
be in touch with them.
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(continued)

IN CONVERSATION WITH THE 2012
COMPANIONS OF THE CENTRE

LOGOS OVER THE YEARS

the move we have shifted formally
to the practice of having two cochairs, one from each denomination.
The Annual General Meeting
happens by conference call, as do
most meetings of Central Council
except for the spring “Face to Face”
gathering in Winnipeg
The school and the church are
perhaps not so much buffeted by
radical ideologies as they are deflated
by the emergence of postmodernism,
and by a widespread perception that
churches are facing loss and decline
in their membership and purpose.
Yet in the midst of this deflation and
perceived decline, students and staff
at CCS are buoyed up by the school’s
legacy of “living a theology of justice”,
of learning through action and
reflection, by the power of learning
in community, by the rich experience
and new insights that emerge when
you engage in deep dialogue with
people who occupy the margins of
systems and structures. I often hear
the word “transformation” when
students speak of the experience of
CCS – something that still seems to
happen here, in spite of everything!

Written by Lori Crocker

O

LOGO DATE 1977

LOGO USED IN THE 1980s & 1990s

Are you receiving Common Threads, our
bi-weekly electronic newsletter?
If not, you’re missing out on some
great community-building stories and
important CCS information.
If you’d like to receive it, just drop Marc
a line at mdesrosiers@ccsonline.ca
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OUR CURRENT LOGO

Barbara Barnett & Charlotte Caron

n March 25, 2012, during the
CCS Annual Service of Celebration,
Barbara Barnett and Charlotte Caron
were named as the 2012 Companions
of the Centre. This honour is
bestowed upon people who have
made significant contributions to the
world, to diakonia, and to the Centre
for Christian Studies.
As we look ahead to the celebration
of the 120th Anniversary of CCS and
its predecessors, Tapestry thought it
would be a good idea to speak to our
newest Companions about what they
think has been CCS’s contributions to
the world and its challenges moving
into the future.
I spoke first to Charlotte Caron.
Immediately the Mission statement
of the Centre came to her mind. The
mission of the Centre for Christian
Studies is to educate women and
men for ministry that will transform
the church and the world toward
wholeness, justice and compassion.
This, she feels, is what the Centre
has always been about and should
continue to be about.
The Centre was the place where
Charlotte learned skills of analysis
and how to understand systems. It
was where she learned how to teach

and how to claim her gifts as a writer
and theologian. It was where she felt
her first inklings of feminism, where
she learned to be strong and where
she came to understand the incredible
depth of sisterhood in the diaconal
community. In her early years in
ministry there were few women, low
salaries and little to no benefits. She
remembers instances where women
would move in together when one was
off work due to illness or circumstance
and both would receive the support
needed to continue to thrive.
She believes that if the Church is to
survive it will need diaconal skills in
order to broaden opportunities and
enable it to be more responsive and
involved in a changing world. Diaconal
skills that embrace transformative
education will move us in the right
direction and ensure that we not “sit
still”. The CCS community needs to
continue its dedication to live out its
values : values that enable people to
join together to transform and be
involved in the well being of the world.
In contrast to Charlotte, Barbara
Barnett has never been a student
at the Centre. However, you would
swear that she was! In the early
1980s she first became involved
with the Centre while working on
an Anglican/UCC joint ministry
training program for Youth Ministers.
This first exposure was challenging to
her traditional theological training,
yet it gave her an opportunity to hone
skills of theological reflection that
transformed how she saw the world.
Her involvement and commitment
to the Centre never wavered and
took many forms over the years,
culminating in the valuable years she
spent as the Anglican co–chair of

the Central Council. She has been a
resource person for learning circles,
a mentor for students and a tireless
promoter of the Centre to all she
felt would benefit from time spent
immersed in its programs.
She believes that the graduates of
CCS engage with people where
they are, and without agenda or
judgement, they invite people to grow
and transform. She has seen how
the Centre’s way of being makes the
walls of the church permeable, that
what happens “inside the church”
melds with what happens “outside
the church.” This gift that CCS grads
bring is essential to the Church’s
survival. They are called to “fluidity”,
to responsiveness to the world, and
to life on the margins. Over the years
many CCS grads have gone to places
where “traditional” ministers would
never set foot.
The best way Barbara could describe
the importance of this kind of life
on the edge is to talk about her
experience as a birder. She says the
best place for birding is be where two
environments or ecosystems meet –
where the woods meets the meadow
or the river meets the shore. It is on
these edges where there is the most
possibility for life and for growth. It
is in these enriching places that she
is confident that the Centre and its
grads will continue to be.
To hear the words of tribute to the
Companions and their responses on the CCS
website, go to www.ccsonline.ca , choose
the Blog tab, then click on News and scroll
down to the Annual Service of Celebration
- videos. Or just enter “Annual Service of
Celebration” in the custom search window
at the top right side of the home page. The
clips are well worth watching.
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CCS 2012 GRADUATES SNAPSHOTS
Written by Aileen Urquhart

Vicki McPhee

Vicki McPhee, lived all over Western & Northern Canada, but claims Calgary as home for the
last 16 years. Involvement with church began as Chair of Christian Education and Youth Leader.
Her introduction to the Centre for Christian Studies was through the Leadership Development
Module she attended as preparation to assist Garth Mundle lead a study tour to India. Learning
more about the Program, Vicki realized she was ‘home’ and began discernment. A period as a
Children & Youth minister was followed by full-time congregational ministry. The Centre for
Christian Studies offered Vicki the process of taking learned knowledge and turning it into
educational opportunities. She also appreciates the gift of community that has been created in her
life. She looks forward to continuing in congregational team ministry, with time for engagement
in the wider church community.

YOUR NEW 2012-2013 TAPESTRY TEAM
Greetings and welcome to this special 120th ANNIVERSARY ISSUE of TAPESTRY. And welcome from
the new TAPESTRY team for 2012-2013. Let us know what you like, don’t like, or miss with this and
subsequent issues. We are thrilled to be offered this hope and new learning to be a source of news and support
for all of you. God bless us on our journey.

Ken DeLisle

Is a United Church Diaconal Minister working in MacGregor, Manitoba as in
Intentional Interim. He has served on several CCS committees, including Co-Chair, and
is a Companion of the Centre.

Tracy Robertson

Tracy Robertson started life on a farm near Calgary. At an early age in the United Church,
she realized she could “do ministry”. Initially dissuaded from the church as a vocation, she was
later persuaded by a persistent youth to become a youth leader. Youth leadership training led to
discerning a call to diaconal ministry. The Leadership Development Module at the Centre for
Christian Studies was transformative and challenging. Tracy dreamed of congregational ministry
but her field placement in restorative justice in the social justice year shook her theological
foundations. Tracy has found her home in chaplaincy at the Calgary Young Offender Centre.
The “little house” – Woodsworth – has deepened and challenged her ministry. Spiral Reflections,
learning goals and supportive community will be part of her on-going Ministry.

Alice Hanson

Alice Hanson is from Dawson Creek, British Columbia. Steeped in music and worship leadership
all of her life, she retired early from teaching music and French to follow her passion and answer a
call to diaconal ministry. Alice enjoyed her student ministry placement with the people of Spirit
River. She also very much appreciated the covenantal relationships with the community at the
Centre for Christian Studies and the action-reflection model of learning. The Pastoral Care year
opened up a significant part of Alice’s ministry and the Social Justice year grounded her theology.
She looks forward to continuing ministry in a diaconal style.

Debbie Springer

Debbie Springer, born in Ontario, moved to Alberta where she has engaged in cattle farming in
Two Hills with her partner and family. Earlier volunteer work at Ardrossan UC with Sunday
School, Vacation Bible School, and youth groups followed by Lay Worship Leadership training
led to discernment for diaconal ministry. She feels fortunate to have found a mentor who
encouraged questioning. At the Centre for Christian Studies, she appreciated the wonderful
hands-on, realistic approach to ministry, and the balance between the academic and the practical.
Debbie looks forward to ministry in the United Church of the future, empowering the community
to explore what is life-giving.

Ingrid Remkins

Ingrid Remkins, from Kimberly, a rural community in Southern Ontario, felt a call to diaconal
ministry after some years as a volunteer, then as a Staff Associate in children’s ministry. Highlights
from the Centre for Christian Studies program include a field placement in a women’s shelter and
a learned gift for writing. She found the Integrating years “explosive”, allowing deep reflection on
diaconal ministry, and pulling learnings together in a significant way. Ingrid is pursuing ongoing
diaconal ministry in a rural pastoral charge.
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Helen Reed

I am a 2010 Grad of the CCS and currently nearing the completion of my second year
in my settlement placement at the Oyen Pastoral Charge located in South East Alberta
– the middle of everywhere! Our ministry here is filled with laughter and music and a
determination to acknowledge the power of God in our daily living. My time in the CCS
program transformed my life and my thinking in so many ways. I am glad to be have been
invited to help raise awareness of this wonderful place where loving and living with God
comes alive for me.

Aileen Urquhart

A graduate in diaconal ministry in the Western Field-Based Program, Aileen has enjoyed
ministry with Winnipeg inner city, Fisher River First Nation, The Dr Jessie Saulteaux
Resource Centre, and Sioux Lookout. She is retired and exploring art and spirituality
through fabric art and quilting.

Lori Crocker (CCS ‘80)

is a diaconal minister serving the Milford/Gays River/Lantz Pastoral Charge which is
located about 45 minutes north of Halifax near the village of Shubenacadie. She enjoys
networking and connecting with folks who are diaconally minded. She is excited to be
joining the work of producing Tapestry and looks forward to interviewing folks and
writing articles.

Marc Desrosiers Development & Community Relations Coordinator, Staff Support
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Spring/Summer 2012

Written by Jim Boyles, Co-Chair
The Centre for Christian Studies was in
high gear in the last part of March this year.
While students in the Integrating Year and
the Pastoral Care learning circles met off site,
members of the Central Council gathered
on the second floor of CCS for their annual
face to face meeting. Friends and families of
students and grads came to the church hall of
St. George’s, Crescentwood for the banquet
to honour the graduating students, and even
more people came to the Annual Service of
Celebration the next day to pay tribute to the
graduates and welcome two new Companions
of the Centre.
The ongoing work of the Centre is planned
in this way so that students will be able to
participate in the banquet and Annual Service
of Celebration. It also gives an opportunity
for students to meet with Central Council
members, and for everyone to experience the
full sense of the Centre’s community, if only
for a limited time.

Tracy Robertson,
Ann Naylor (Instructor),
Alice Hansen,
Deborah Springer,
Ingrid Remkins,
Ted Dodd (Instructor)
and Vicki McPhee

The Centre’s community is well and healthy,
striving together to fulfill the Centre’s
mission. During its two day meeting the
Central Council heard reports, reflected on
the Centre’s mission and direction, and got
to know one another so that they would
have some idea of the detached voices when
meeting by monthly conference calls. It was
the Council’s first face-to-face meeting with
Maylanne Maybee as Principal.
We were honoured this year to have
representatives from both founding
denominations, Michael Thompson, the
General Secretary of the Anglican Church,
and Steve Willey, United Church staff person
for theological education. On Friday evening
they spoke with us about trends in the
churches, and views on theological education,
particularly as they relate to training for
diaconal ministry. Although numbers are
declining in the churches, new depths of
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spirituality are evident. There is a growing
emphasis on diaconal ministry. Aboriginal
Christian communities have much to teach us.
A highlight of the weekend was the
graduation of five wonderful students. Their
enthusiasm and sense of fun were so clearly
conveyed both at the banquet and the service.
A second highlight was the presentation
to two outstanding Companions of the
Centre, Barbara Barnett, a former co-chair
of the Centre and an Anglican priest who
has spent much of her ministry in diaconal
roles, and Charlotte Caron who filled in
admirably as interim Principal of the Centre
before Maylanne’s arrival. She has had a long
ministry in teaching at St. Andrew’s College,
Saskatoon. (A third Companion, Caryn
Douglas, will be honoured at the Centre’s
120th Anniversary weekend in October).
This was a weekend of the Centre alive.
Woodsworth House was buzzing, and St.
George’s Church welcomed us to the banquet
and service of celebration, a joyful group of
Christians united in our quest for the best
possible training for diaconal ministry.
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